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festival, when he rode crowned with his queen Irene through the streets
of Magdeburg, marks the official recognition of his title in Saxony1. It
closed for Philip a year of conspicuous success.

Otto on the other hand, who spent Christmas in the neighbourhood of
Goskr, could look back on the events of the year with anything but satis-
faction. He had lost ground steadily; his allies in Alsace and Thuringia
had deserted him, and, most calamitous of all, King Richard, to whose
energy and financial aid he largely owed his election, died of an arrow
wound while besieging the castle of Chaluz on 6 April. He could expect
little from John. There is evidence for the payment of certain sums in the
summer of 11992, but in the following January the preliminaries were
arranged for the treaty with Philip Augustus which was finally concluded
at Le Goulet in May; by the terms of that treaty John bound himself to
withdraw his support from Otto. When therefore the latter sent his
brothers Henry and William to England in September for the legacy in
jewels bequeathed to him by Richard, John refused to hand it over, taking
his stand on his agreement with the King of France. If Otto meant to
continue the contest, he must seek for allies elsewhere; he must get the
Pope to declare openly in his favour.

In Italy a strong reaction against German domination had followed
immediately on Henry VTs death. Everywhere the German officials were
attacked and driven out, the German garrisons were expelled from their
fortresses. The Papacy was not slow to take advantage of these general
rebellions. Celestine III in his last days had begun the work of annexation
which his successor Innocentlll carried on with characteristic energy. Papal
legates fomented and made use of the prevalent anti-German feeling. In
his duchy of Spoleto Conrad of Urslingen made what resistance he could,
but he was isolated and could expect no help from Germany; he tried to
save his position by attempting unsuccessfully to bribe the Pope; then he
submitted unconditionally at Narni in April 1198, and retired a little later
across the Alps to the camp of Philip. A papal rector superseded an im-
perial duke in Spoleto. Markward of Anweiler, after struggling vainly
against the adverse forces, was driven from the March of Ancona which,
like Spoleto, was annexed to the Papal States. Markward withdrew to the
south, to Apulia and Sicily, where he and Diepold of Acerra, despite the
efforts of Innocent, were long able to hold their own.

In Lombardy and Tuscany anti-imperialist leagues were revived under
papal influence. But though they were anxious enough to throw off German
domination, to cast out German officials, they were not prepared to submit

1  See the poem of Walther von der Vogelweide (ed. Paul, 68) and also the graphic
account in the Gesta JBpiscoporum Halb&rstadensvum (MGH. Script, yyitij p. 113).
The author was probably an eyewitness. Cf, Bohmer. Reg. v, no, 32 a.

2  See Kienast, Die deutschen Filrsten im Dienste der Wettmilckte, p. 156; but his
interpretation of the entries in the Charter Holts ed. Hardy, i, pt i, pp. 11 and 31,
is disputed by Haller, Innocenx III md Otto IV, in Papsttwn und Kaisertum, (JPaul
Kehr mm 65 Gtbwrtetag durgebracht), p. 486 n. 2.